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Sil may alter covid shot
to tackle mutant strain

WHO expressed concerns over jab’s effectiveness against S. African strain

Neetu Chandra Sharma

neetu.s@livemint.com
NEW DELHI

he composition of the vaccine
developed by the University of

Oxford and British pharma

major AstraZenecamay have to

be adjusted by vaccine manufac-

turer Serum Institute of India, after the
World Health Organization’s (WHO) Stra-
tegic Advisory Group of Experts on Immu-
nization (SAGE) expressed concerns over
the effectiveness of the vaccine against the
South African mutant coronavirus strain.
On Monday and Tuesday, SAGE
reviewed the evidence on the vaccine’s
effectivenesson new SARS CoV-2 variants,
before making significant recommenda-
tions. Earlier, South Africa decided to stop
theroll out of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vac-
cine after preliminary clinical trial findings
published by the Wits Vaccines and Infec-
tious Diseases Analytics Research Unit
indicated that it offered minimal protec-
tion against the mild-moderate covid-19
infection from the B.1.351 variant of the cor-
onavirusfirstidentified in the
country in November. The
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South Africa stopped the roll out of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine after preliminary
trials indicated that it offered minimal protection against B.1.351 variant of the virus. arp

adapted vaccines.

With the virus changing, COVAX has
further warned that “manufacturers must
be prepared to adjust to the SARS-CoV-2
viral evolution, including potentially pro-
viding future booster shots and adapted
vaccines, if found to be scien-
tifically necessary. Trials must

advance purchase agreements with Astra-
Zeneca and SII, and has announced plans
todistribute nearly 350 million dosesin the
firsthalfof the year.

Though the Oxford-AstraZeneca vac-
cine, branded as Covishield in India, was
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Tesla investment fuels bitcoin rally
even as experts see profit booking

Abhinav Kaul
abhinav.kaul@livemint.com
NEW DELHI

itcoin prices on Tuesday
B surged past $48,000—mark-

ing a first—after American
electric-car maker Tesla Inc said it
hasinvested $1.5 billion in the digi-
tal asset. Itis by far the biggest com-
pany yet to back the cryptocurrency
platform.

Tesla revealed the position after
its chief executive officer Elon Musk
came out in support of bitcoin and a
lesser-known cryptocurrency,
dogecoin.

Therally in bitcoin prices follow-
ing the announcement helped the
cryptocurrency surpass Tesla’s mar-
ket capitalization of around $869
billion to touch $888 billion.

The world’s oldest cryptocur-
rency has moved within a wide
range of $42,568.18-48,226.25 over
the past 24-hours, and was trading at
$46,166, up 7% around 7.30pm IST,
according to data available with
crypto-exchange WazirX.

Musk push

The world's oldest cryptocurrency
has moved within a wide range of
$42,568.18-48,226.25 over the past
24 hours.
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“Investments from international
hedge funds have continued torise
and Indian exchanges’ daily vol-
umes have also gone up by at least
20%. This got hotter when Tesla
announced that it bought bitcoin
and will start accepting it for pay-
ments. This pushed up prices by 15%
inless than a few hours,” said Sath-

vik Vishwanath, co-founder and
chief executive officer, Unocoin.

Other major cryptocurrencies,
such as ethereum, tether and ripple,
were also trading up to 3% in the
green. However, experts said the
market might see some profit-tak-
ing.

“The inflow of money has signifi-
cantly increased, and this has given
the stability to prices, which were
getting overpriced. Given that we
are approaching the financial year-
end next month, we can expect
some consolidation and profit book-
ing over the next few weeks the way
we saw in November and December
in developed counties for whom
December is the financial year-
end,” Vishwanath added.

Meanwhile, minister of state for
finance Anurag Thakur on Tuesday
told the Rajya Sabha that the bill on
private cryptocurrencies is being
firmed up and will be sent to the
Cabinet soon for approval.

On 29 January, the government
listed a bill in Lok Sabha to ban all
private cryptocurrencies in India.

Chai Point raises 60 cr from four investors

study involved around 2,000

volunteers. ON Mon and Tues,
COVAX, aglobaljointinitia- SAGE reviewed the
. . . . evidenceonjab's
tive of Gavi, the Vaccine Alli-  gffectiveness on new
ance, the Coalition for Epi- SARS CoV-2 variants

demic Preparedness Innova-

THE development
assumes significance
for the Sll, as COVAX
has signed advance
purchase pacts with it

be designed and maintained to
allow any changes in efficacy
tobeassessed, and to be of suf-
ficient scale and diversity to
enable clear interpretation of
results,” the WHO said.

INDIA has only one
mutant strain of
coronavirus, the UK
variant, circulating
for the time being

tions (CEPI), and WHO, aimed
at providing equal access to covid-19 vacci-
nes in more than 92 low- and middle-in-
come countries, said it is vitally important
to determine the vaccine’s effectiveness
when it comes to preventing more severe
illnesses caused by the B.1.351 variant.
The development assumes significance
for the Adar Poonawalla-led Serum Insti-
tute of India (SII), as COVAX has signed

rolled outin the country, itisyet toreceive
a green signal for global use by COVAX.
“We expect a decision this month from
WHO on whether the vaccines will be
granted emergency use listing as well as
SAGE recommendation on its optimal
use,” COVAX said.

The new playbook from Poonawalla’s
firm may now involve booster shots and

Mintreached out to Poona-
walla, but he did not comment.

India has only one mutant strain of coro-
navirus, the UK variant, circulating. The
government has cited studies to say that
Bharat Biotech’s Covaxin works against the
mutantstrain. It has, however, said that the
surveillance formutationsin the virus will
beincreased after the vaccine efficacy issue
was brought to its notice by South Africa.

JosephRai

feedback@livemint.com

engaluru-based Moun-
B tain Trail Foods Pvt. Ltd,
which operates the Chai
Point chain of tea cafes, has
secured 60 crore from four
existing investors as part of its
Series C funding round,
accordingtoregulatoryfilings.
Venture capital firm Eight
Roads Venturesled the round
with an investment of 322.3
crore, followed by private
equity major Paragon Partners

with X17.2 crore and Saama
Capital, the first venture firm to
back Chai Point, with X16 crore.
Consumer-focused venture
capital firm DSG Consumer
Partners invested the remain-
ing 4.4 crore. After
the latest fundraise,
the collective diluted
shareholding of the
investors was up from 34.80%
t043.60%.

Theinvestorshad invested a
similar amount as part of the
extended Series C round in
mid-2019. While Eight Roads

VCCIRCLE

had led the Series B funding
round in September 2015, Par-
agon Partners led the Series C
round in April 2018.

Emails to Chai Point, Eight
Roads, Paragon, Saama and
DSGdidnotelicitany
response till press
time. The company
will use the fresh cap-
ital to expand its business and
working capital requirements,
ittold exchanges.

Mountain Trail Foods had
raised venture debt in April
2020, mobilizing 320 crore

from Trifecta Capital. In 2015, it
had secured funding from
InnoVen Capital.

Founded by Harvard gradu-
ates Amuleek Singh Bijral and
Tarun Khanna in 2010, Chai
Point offers tea in traditional
flavours, besides serving popu-
lar snacks. It competes with
Chaayos among others.

In February last year, Chaa-
yosraised $21.5 million inamix
of equity and debt funding. The
$18.5 million equity portion
was led by Think Investments,
aSan Francisco-based firm.

The Durgapur Projects Limited

(A Government of West Bengal Enterprise)

[ Employment Notification No.: DPL / Recruitment / 2021/ 01 ]

The Durgapur Projects Limited, (A Government of West Bengal Enterprise),
engaged in the business of generation of electricity in the state of West Bengal,
invites applications from experienced professionals with impeccable performance
record, outstanding professional competency and demonstrable leadership for the

iti f = .
postion @ Director (Finance)

Renewable Energy Certificate Market

The REC trading session, which was scheduled on
January 27,2021, could not take place because of the stay order
from honourable APTEL in response to the petitions filed by a few
Renewable Energy Associations.

Circuit (RL of 4 km) by laying of 33 kV 1 core 1000 sq. mm. XLPE cable from New Town AAIIC
220/132/33 KV GSS to Narayanpur 33/11 kV sub-station at Bidhannagar-Il Division under
Bidhannagar Region; Estimated Amount: Rs. 2,10,04,286/-. SI. No. 4.: NIT No. -
BNRO/E-Tender/2020-21/03/04, Date: 02.02.2021; Tender ID: 2021_WBSED_322089_1;
Name of Work: Drawal of one no. 33 kV UG Cable Circuit (RL of 4.75 km) by laying of 33 kV
Grade: 3(x400 sg. mm. XLPE Al cable from New Town AA IIC 220/132/33 kV GSS to Siddha
Pyne 33/11 kV sub-station at Bidhannagar-Il Division under Bidhannagar Region;
Estimated Amount: Rs. 92,67,190/-. Last date of Sale of Bid Documents: 12.03.2021
(up to 17:00 hrs.); Due date of Bid/EOI submission: 12.03.2021 (up to 17:00 hrs.);
Due date of Bid/EOI opening: 19.03.2021 at 14:00 hrs. for SI. No. 1 to 4. For details and
key dates, visit www.whsedcl.in and www.wbtenders.gov.in. ICA-T3301(3)/2021

1 MU =1 Million kWh

For any further information, please contact:
Indian Energy Exchange Limited (CIN: L74999DL2007PLC277039)

Tel.: +91-11-4300 4022/33 | Email: contact@iexindia.com | www.iexindia.com
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Max Financial Services Limited
CIN: L24223PB1988PLC008031

Registered Office: Bhai Mohan Singh Nagar, Railmajra,
Tehsil Balachaur, District Nawanshahr, Punjab - 144533
Website: www.maxfinancialservices.com

STATEMENT OF UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND NINE MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2020

Standalone

(Rs. in Crores)

Consolidated

can be downloaded from the link https://

The Company will provide facility to its Members to exercise their right to vote by electronic
means and the manner, instructions & other information relating to e-voting process
(including the manner in which Members holding shares in physical form or who have not
registered their e-mail address can cast their vote through e-voting), will form part of the
Notice.
The Notice will also be available on the website of the Company at www.hmvl.in,
KFin at https://evoting.kfintech.com and the stock exchanges viz. BSE and NSE at
www.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com, respectively in due course.
For Hindustan Media Ventures Limited
(Tridib Barat)
Company Secretary

sam/nnhlic/n
P !
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Date: February 9, 2021

Detailed specifications regarding age, qualification, eligibility criteria, remuneration, 3;‘:&':;‘5 3;':&’;'(;‘5 Year ended 32:‘%';2‘3 3::&';2‘5 Year ended
etc. is available in the following websites: (1) www.wbpdcl.co.in. (2) www.dpl.net.in 3112.2020 3112.2019 31.03.2020 31.12.2020 31.12.2019 31.03.2020
(3) www.wbpower.gov.in .
= = = e < Particulars (Unaudited) | (Unaudited) (Audited) (Unaudited) | (Unaudited) (Audited)
Administrative Building, Dr. B. C. Roy Avenue
Durgapur - 713201, Dist. - Paschim Bardhaman ICA-316(2)(2021 1. Total income from operations (net) 19.72 80.19 495.02 8,990.28 5,365.74 18,241.76
2. Net Profit/(loss) for the period (before Tax, Exceptional and/or 7.64 61.60 396.32 279.54 177.25 442.48
Extraordinary items)
b D i 3. Net Profit/(loss) for the period before tax (after Exceptional and/or 7.64 61.60 396.32 279.54 177.25 442.48
ower on Deman Extraordinary items)
((/f\ I Ex Most Competitive Prices 4. Net Profit/(loss) for the period after tax (after Exceptional and/or 7.64 61.60 272.54 22713 147.58 272.85
Y . Extraordinary items)
NDIAN ENERGY EXCHANGE Flexible Power Procurement 5. Total comprehensive income for the period (Comprising Profit/(Loss) for the 7.66 61.55 272.42 231.60 149.97 285.84
. X period (after tax) and Other Comprehensive Income (after tax)
Electricity Mark rice & Volume - January, 2021 6. Paid-up equity share capital (Face Value Rs. 2 Per Share) 69.01 53.90 53.90 69.01 53.90 53.90
7. Reserves excluding revaluation reserve as per balance sheet of - - 2,226.42 - - 2,092.62
DAY-AHEAD MARKET previous accountin% year g
Total Average Daily T 8. Earnings per share (of Rs. 2 each) (not annualised) 0.27 2.29 10.12 6.20 3.91 5.38
Volume (MU) 5584 \olume (MU) a) Basic (Rs.) 0.27 2.28 10.11 6.20 3.90 5.38
b) Diluted (Rs.)
Area Prices (Rs./kWh) Note:
A Av Mi M | . The above is an extract of the detailed format of unaudited financial results for the quarter and nine months ended December 31, 2020 filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations
rea 9- in. ax. not just adoptlng new and Disclosure Requirements) Regulation 2015. The full format of the quarter and nine months ended Unaudited Financial Results are available on the Stock Exchange website,www.nseindia.com and
All India ‘ 3.18 ‘ 1.55 ‘ 8.00 technologies. It’s also www.bseindia.com and on the Company's website www.maxfinancialservices.com.
TERM-AHEAD MARKET adapting to new realities. By Order of the Board
) Date: February 9, 2021 6 MAX Mohit Talwar
Day-ahead . Place: Noida K LIFE Managing Director
Contracts Weekly Intraday Contingency Daily ' N NsuRaNcE DIN : 02394694
Volume (MU) - 1.76 48.30 474 Think Ahead.
Max price (Rs./kWh) - 6.49 6.79 3.30
Min price (Rs./kWh) - 2.46 1.61 2.54 Follow us:
EImintlive (Plivemint (§live_mint %Em-la -Ilm
Total Volume (MU) — @livcmint www,livemint.com ) -c L. -
Hindustan Media Ventures Limited HT Media Limited
REAL-TIME MARKET CIN: L21090BR1918PLC000013 CIN: 122121 DL 2002PLC 117874
Registered Office: Budh Marg, Patna - 800 001 3 S " |
Total Volume (MU)  |1,233| Average Daily Volume (MU) | 40 Tel: +91612 2223434 Fax: +91 612 222 1545 Registered Office: Hindustan Times House, 18-20, Kasturba Gandhi Marg
Corporate Office: Hindustan Times House (2nd Floor) ) New Delhi - 77(? o001
Area Prices (Rs./kWh) 18-20, Kasturba Gandhi Marg, New Delhi - 110 001 _ Tel: +91-11-66561608  Fax: +91-11-66561445
Tel: +91 11 6656 1608  Fax: +91 11 6656 1445 Website: www.htmedia.in - E-mail: investor@hindustantimes.com
Area Average Min. Max. Website: www.hmvlin - E-mail: hmvlinvestor@livehindustan.com INFORMATION REGARDING POSTAL BALLOT/E-VOTING
" INFORMATION REGARDING POSTAL BALLOT/E-VOTING Pursuant to Sections 108 and 110 of the Companies Act, 2013 and rules made thereunder
All India 3.02 0.40 9.00 WEST BENGAL STATE ELECTR'C'TY Pursuant to Sections 108 and 110 of the Companies Act, 2013 and rules made thereunder, read with applicable guidelines/circulars issued by Ministry of Corporate Affairs (“MCA
read with applicable guidelines/circulars issued by Ministry of Corporate Affairs (“MCA Circulars”) and SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015, in
GREEN TERM-AHEAD MARKET D ISTRIBUTIO N COM PANY LIM ITED Circulars”) and SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015, this regards, members may kindly note that HT Media Limited (the “Company”) is proposing
(A Govt. of West Bengal Enterprise) members may kindly note that Hindustan Media Ventures Limited (the “Company”) is to seek consent of the members by way of Postal Ballot/Voting by Electronics means (“Postal
b b Y . i f Regd. Office : Vidyut Bhavan, Block-DJ, Sector-11, Bidhannagar, Kolkata-700 091 proposing to seek consent of the members by way of Postal Ballot/ Voting by electronic Ballot”) process, to transact the business(es) set out in the Postal Ballot Notice (“Notice”),
Il;:'a |l:ltal'a Dac);::::?d Dac);::::?d \g::::;’ vz’;z':ly (SD:;;):) (?]aoILY. CIN : U40109WB2007SGC113473, cecorpmant@gmail.com, www.whsedcl.in means (*Postal Ballot’) process, 1o transact the businessies) set out in the Postal Ballot which will be sent to the members in due course.
(SoIZr) (No¥1 gency gency Solar) Solar) The Regional Manager, Bidhannagar Regional Office, WBSEDCL, New Town, Finance Notice (“Notice”), which will be sent to the members in due course. In accordance with the MCA Circulars, electronic copy/version of the Notice along with
- Center, 2 Floor, Plot No.: |, CBD, AA-Il, Kolkata-700161 invites e-Tenders for — SI. Ne. 1.: In accordance with the MCA Circulars, electronic copy/version of the Notice along with procedure & instructions for e-voting will be sent to only those members whose email IDs are
Solar) (Solar) (Non-Solar) NIT No. - BNRO/E-Tender/2020-21/03/01, Date: 02.02.2021; Tender ID: procedure & instrucCtions for e-voting will be sent to only those members whose email ID is registered with the Company/Depository Participants (DP).
Vol 0.37| 2223 | 50.69 16.80 |1.80 |0.50 2021_WBSED_322021_1; Name of Work: Drawal of one no. 33 kV UG Cable Circuit (RLof | | re9istered with the Company/ Depository Participants (DP). Members who have not yet registered their e-mail address, are requested to
(,;Jl)me 4.5 km) by laying of 33 kV 1 core 1000 sq. mm. XLPE cable from New Town AA-IIC Members who have not yet registered their e-mail address, are requested to register register the same - in respect of shares held in electronic form, with their Depository
% _ctati . 1 Divici, the same - in respect of shares held in electronic form, with their Depository Participant(s); and - in respect of shares held in physical form by clicking on
Pri 435 4.16 4.20 4.30 14.50 4.01 223”3%3]3 K G55 o P‘lﬂ\jTO\.\‘m A 2E 3m k‘.’ sub-station at B|dh|annagar_ll Division Participant(s); and - in respect of shares held in physical form by clicking on https://ris.kfintech i ices/mobilereg/mobil ilreg.aspx or by writing to the
e : b : 2 Y| under Bidhannagar Region; Estimated Amount: Rs. 2,19,45,502/-. 5. No. 2.: NITNo. - | | ypc/iris kiintech.com/cli ices/mobilereg/mobileemailreg.aspx or by writing to the KFin at KFin Technologies Private Limited, Unit: HT Media Limited, Selenium Tower B, Plot No.
(Rs./kWh) BNRO/E-Tender/2020-21/03/02, Date: 02.02.2021; Tender ID: 2021_WBSED_322043_1; company’s Registrar and Share Transfer Agent (KFin) at KFin Technologies Private Limited, 31 - 32, Financial District, Nanakramguda Serilingampally Mandal, Hyderabad — 500032, or
Name of Work: Drawal of one no. 33 kV UG Cable Circuit (RL of 8 km) by laying of 33 kV 3 Unit: Hindustan Media Ventures Limited, Selenium Tower B, Plot No. 31 - 32, Financial by sending email to einward. ris@kfintech.com, with details of folio number and self-attested
Total 92.40 core 400 sq. mm. XLPE cable from New Town AA 11C 220/132/33 kV GSS to Baguiati 33/11 kV District, Nanakramguda Serilingampally Mandal, Hyderabad — 500032, or by sending email to copy of PAN card.
Volume sub-station at Bidhannagar-ll Division under Bidhannagar Region; Estimated Amount: einward.ris@kfintech.com, with details of folio number and self-attested copy of PAN card. Members may obtain the Notice via email, by updating their email ID by accessing the link
Rs. 1,66,79,027/-. SI. No. 3.: NIT No. - BNRO/E-Tender/2020-21/03/03, Date: 02.02.2021; Members may obtain the Notice via email, by updating their email ID by accessing the link https://ris.kfintech.com/cli ices/mobilereg/mobil ilreg.aspx. Alternatively, Notice
Tender ID: 2021_WBSED_322071_1; Name of Work: Drawal of one no. 33 kV UG Cable https://ris.kfi i i i i ilreg.aspx. Alternatively, Notice can be downloaded from the link https://eveting.kfintech /public/Downloads.aspx

The Company will provide facility to its Members to exercise their right to vote by electronic
means and the manner, instructions & other information relating to e-voting process
(including the manner in which Members holding shares in physical form or who have not
registered their e-mail address can cast their vote through e-voting), will form part of the
Notice.

The Notice will also be available on the website of the Company at www.htmedia.in,
KFin  Technologies Private Limited, Registrar and Share Transfer Agent, at
https://evoting.kfintech.com and the stock exchanges viz. BSE and NSE at
www.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com in due course.

For HT Media Limited

Place: New Delhi Dinesh Mittal

Date: February 9, 2021 (Group General Counsel & Company Secretary)
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